
                                                    

Dear Member,     

Next meeting: Thursday 6th February Kilmington Village Hall 7.30pm. 

If you have to manage bees who are magnetically drawn to any oil seed rape near you, then this is 
the talk for you. Even if you don’t have rape in your vicinity now, the chances are it could be a crop 
near you sometime in the future, so come and learn. Lynne Ingram is our speaker – a 
knowledgeable and experienced Master Beekeeper who will guide us through ‘Managing bees for 
oil seed rape’.  

************************************************************************************************************* 

Thursday March 5th – Asian Hornet: Jersey Experience. Devon Actions. We are lucky to have Dr 

Sarah Bunker to speak to us about our next big threat. Based on her trip in 2018 to help Jersey beekeepers 
fight the invasion, she has subsequently researched and reported on the biology, impact and control 
measures of the Asian Hornet. Sarah has recently written a book about the AH and a copy is in our branch 
library. 

If you haven’t attended any talks, exhibitions, workshops or any other presentations about the Asian Hornet 
to date, do try and come to this one. As beekeepers we really are the first responders and should be ready to 
identify and react to this enemy – our bees can’t do it alone, we have to help them, but the threat is to many 
other pollinators as well, so if you have an interested family member, friend, gardener anyone in fact who 
wants to learn about the Asian Hornet, bring them along because the more aware the public becomes the 
better equipped we are to act quickly. Beginners and old hands alike do come. 

N.B. Ann Pengelly is our newly appointed AHAT (Asian Hornet Action Team) representative. We thank her 
for taking this on for the branch and appreciate the regional and national aspects involved in the role. 

 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

 

2020 Beginners Course    

Feb 8th sees the start of this year’s beginners’ course. A class of 43  

will set off on their beekeeping journey. We welcome them and hope they  

will enjoy becoming part of East Devon Branch.                

 

Calling Apiary Gardening Team Volunteers - We would like some more volunteers to help with 
the apiary gardening. All that is involved is a grass cutting session, clad in your beesuit. Grass 
around the hives needs to be strimmed and the main pathway to them kept short for easy access. 
If you can volunteer your efforts you will be warmly welcomed to join the team. The more 
volunteers we get, the less often your turn comes around and it’s only between March and 
September. PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU CAN HELP. We have been very kindly donated a 
lawn mower, but if you have your own strimmer that would be a great advantage. 
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  Val Bone. 
 

 

We’re still looking for an apiary manager to fill David’s shoes this year, (only 
size 10), so please have a think. We have 264 members, a new recruit must be 
hiding somewhere! You have team members to help already trained and able. 

 


