
                                                    

Dear Member,  

Here we are finding ourselves in a state of suspension, no meetings at all for the immediate future and 
the summer programme is frozen. The bees will not recognise such limitations however and we need to keep 
the branch apiary fully functioning. Therefore, only Keith and David are alternately attending to the hives so 
the bees are cared for but the social contact is minimal.  

Apologies to those looking forward to coming on Thursday mornings to learn and assist with the 
maintenance programme, but for now that cannot happen due to the impracticality of practising 
social distancing (even if veils are being worn). So ‘bear with’. 

Our Beginners have also had their course interrupted but some remote learning opportunities are being considered. They 
do however have their personal mentors now who they should have been, or will be, in contact with, if only by phone or e 
mail initially. Then it will be up to the pairings to move forward by mutual agreement in line with the prevailing Corona 
restrictions. BEGINNERS PLEASE GET IN TOUCH IF YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS WHATSOEVER. 

 

SWARMS of course will still come along. Peter Weller is our swarm collection/co-ordinator. If you 
want a swarm please get your name on the list –  

Contact Peter direct please: peter_weller@btinternet.com   01297 32523 

Even if you have told me you would like a swarm, please tell Peter in case I forgot to. Better he 
hears it twice than not at all.  If you are a 2020 beginner make that clear in your communication, as 
you will have priority. (If you answered Richard’s bee needs e mail I have sent Peter your details but please double 

check with him if you wish!) 

Regarding swarms – if you ask for one, please be ready to receive it. Time and again collectors 
have a swarm in their basket, ring the member who has requested one and they say they can’t 
have it as they’re not ready. Swarm available means hive ready please. 

OUT APIARIES – If you have to travel by car to an out apiary for some distance, (sorry I don’t 
know who you all are) DBKA have issued a do it yourself ID card which I can send you. It 
authorises you to be travelling to visit your apiary. We are asked to control who is actually issued 
one of these, so please use your discretion as to whether you actually do require one. Bees are 

regarded as livestock so we can travel legitimately.  

Now some cheery snaps to lighten the mood!  
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Val Bone. 
 

From Start to Finish! 

Janet, Nicky and Lesley have sent 

their photos of their recent skep 

making experience, when they took 

up the offer to join another branch 

who had spaces to fill. Well done 

girls.  

mailto:peter_weller@btinternet.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emoji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emoji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emoji
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

