
                         

Dear Member,    

    
*************************************************************************************************************** 

Next meeting: Thursday 4th Feb 7.30pm Drone Congregation Areas: A DARG project. 
Richard Simpson, Graham Kingham and Peter Weller are members of the Devon Apicultural Research 

Group. DCA’s are one of their areas of interest. Have you ever wondered where drones and queens go to 

mate? How do they behave when they get there? How do you even start to look? Sounds like a job for 

citizen science - some interesting observations to explore. We look forward to zooming with you! 

 
Beginners Class 2021 
A big welcome to all our 35 beginners who Zoomed in for their first session.  

Sugar Supply  We are pleased to announce that thanks to a collaboration with Tesco (Chard), we are now 
collecting their broken bags of sugar on the proviso that it is not used for human consumption. We are able 
to offer this sugar to our members to use for making syrup feed for Spring and Autumn. Pick up from the bee 
shed is obviously difficult during lockdown and as this is likely to last well into Spring, we are working up a 
collection system that is safe and secure for us all. Buckets of 10 kilos will be available at the bee shed for 
members to decant the sugar into their own containers on published days. We would ask that a small charge 
of £2 per 10 kilos is left in the honesty box provided. Sarah Collins has kindly stepped up to facilitate the 
distribution. Those who want to take advantage of this offer should contact Sarah direct at: 
srhcollins@yahoo.com stating quantity needed. Sarah will keep a list and confirm availability and co-
ordinate collection.  

Membership  It has been a busy time collating membership data, but I can report that branch membership is 
doing well. We incur losses every year through demise, illness, moving out of area and old age, but incoming 
beginners fill the places. Our current membership total is a healthy fully paid up 279. Receipts – the official 
receipt from membership services for your 2021 membership renewal has been mailed to you all. However 
please note there is a problem with Apple accounts (icloud, Me, Myzem, Mac) so if you are one of those 
members let me know if you want the official document and I will print a copy and post it to you. 

Facebook Stan Wroe manages our Facebook page. He reports that many new and existing members have 
joined our Facebook page and find it useful for asking questions, looking for advice or generally sharing 
information (particularly now that we can't meet face to face). 
Our Facebook page is open to all paid up members to use as they need. If you have any questions regarding 
this facility then go directly to Stan at: stanwroe@aol.com 

Branch Apiary  To keep you up to date: oxalic acid varroa treatment was administered to all 11 hives. 

Hefting and checking for stores revealed food was required, so two visits have ensured they have a good 
supply of fondant. 

A reminder of our present committee for 2021  President: Hilary Kirkcaldie. Chairman: Alasdair Bruce. 

Secretary: Val Bone. Treasurer: Keith Bone. EC Delegate: Peter Weller. 
Committee (in addition to the above): John Badley, Mary Boulton, Sarah Collins, Ralph Cox, Nicky Langley, Rosemary 

Maggs, Colin Osborne, Ann Pengelly, Richard Simpson. 

Your committee met via Zoom on 11th Jan and continued to discuss all aspects of branch programme 

planning. Anyone wanting to know more or even wanting to take their Basic assessment or a Module, (both 

most likely by Zoom) then contact Richard Simpson to register your interest. 

Site for Bees still wanted Please contact me if anyone knows of a suitable site on which to place four 

beehives in the Axminster area. Also any sites in Exmouth please? 
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 Val Bone. 

 

Thought we’d keep the snowflakes this month!! 
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