
                         

Dear Member,    

Next meeting: Thursday 4th March 7.30pm Pollinator Landscaping: A Roadside Story? 
Presenters: Leonardo Guber and Dan Field 

Leonardo is Senior Ecologist with Highways England. Dan recently retired from the same organisation 
specialising in land acquisition, highway law, management training. Who better to lead us through the 
intricacies of road planning, building, with both human and animal users, particularly insects, in mind. 
A road is a linear wildflower meadow.... right?! (Reply YES to me if you haven’t booked your link yet). 

 
A Note from your Education Team: If you haven't already passed it, you are probably waiting in keen 
anticipation for lockdowns to lift and BBKA Basic Assessments to begin. The Education team is too. We 
have a list, not necessarily comprehensive, of those who have expressed interest over the last year and 
more, but what about the others?  Preparation and revision will start in April, aiming to get everyone through 
by mid-July.  It gives you a platform to verify that you do know what you are doing (subject to the bees' 
agreement) and also on which you can build.  For the higher-level BBKA qualifications it is a 
prerequisite.  It's fun; you learn something useful and you get a certificate as well as the opportunity to win a 
prize worth some £40 (free membership in the following year).  And you don't have to write a single word 
(after the application form): it's all practical. The pass rate in East Devon over the last decade is 100%, so no 
sweat!   
Names on the list so far are Lucy-Ann, Sarah C, Simon W, Nicky L, Morgan S, Jane D, Jani M but Richard 
may have forgotten words whispered into his ear some time ago, so make sure your name is included. The 
cost is covered by the club, the tuition and tea (or gooseberry wine) are free. We will meet face-to-face or by 
Zoom whichever is best or allowed.  What else is there to say?  Get on with it.  If you have managed a 
minimum of one colony for one year and are reasonably confident handling your bees, contact Richard 
Simpson at education@edbk.co.uk.  He's got all the details. 
 
Beginners’ Class 2021 
We are progressing through or should I say Zooming through our beginners’ sessions. All mentors 
out there, we hope you have at least made initial contacts with your ‘subjects’. Beginners give them a 
nudge if they haven’t done so yet.  

Sugar Supply  

Anyone wanting to take advantage our sugar supply offer (made up from broken ex Tesco stock and not for 
human consumption) should contact Sarah direct at: srhcollins@yahoo.com stating quantity needed. 
Sarah will keep a list and confirm availability and co-ordinate collection. £2 per 10 kilos - bring your own 
containers please. Sarah will explain the scheme and how it works when you contact her. If you’re thinking 
ahead to autumn, best to help the supply chain by ordering early and storing yourself. 
 

Asian Hornet Conference Saturday March 6th 2021 on Zoom.  

You will have received an email from Mike Ticehurst on 20th Feb with the provisional programme for the 

conference. To register click on this link:       https://www.bbka.org.uk/Event/asian-hornet-conference-2021    
If you need any further information please contact julie.horbury@bbka.org.uk 

Facebook  

Our Facebook page is open to all paid up members to use as they need. If you have any questions regarding 
this facility then go directly to Stan at: stanwroe@aol.com 
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 Val Bone. 
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